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The ‘nor th’ of England 
Caravan Show in Hull  
marks the star t  of au-
tumn for  us. The publ ic 
weekend al lows visi tors 
to view about  160 new 
caravans of every shape, 
size and specificat ion. I t  

is a great  place to see the 
whole range of models, 
but  l ike al l  shows, hard 
on the feet . This is our  
fi fth year  of visi t ing the 
t rade show that  fol lows 
the public show and we 
feel we have per fected 

the technique of 
going, notebook in 
hand to make our  
comments on inno-
vat ions, good de-
signs etc and ruck-
sack on back to 
carry al l  those 2009 
brochures. 

The publ ic days 
coincided with the 
incredible rainfal l  
and floods in par ts 

of the north-east  on 6th 
September and despite 
paths made from hay, 
bark chippings and duck 
boards, we were glad we 
had the t ip-off to wear  
wel l ies. Dress at  the 
show is usual ly quite 
smart—big parks may be 
order ing a fleet  of hire 
vans with a ser ious 
spend and they dress 
accordingly. I t  was funny 
to see the array of wel l ies 
and steel toe-capped 
boots with the smart  out-
fi ts.  

Some of what  is new for  
2009 are shown inside 
this newslet ter . 

 

When Steve Lowe from 
Nor thumber land Wildl i fe 
Trust  assessed the park 
in July he recommended 
that  we have a pi le of 
logs near  the pond and a 
large log draped into the 
pond so that  young frogs 

can get  out  easi ly. We 
have instal led our  frog 
hidey-hole and ladder  
and just  heard that  we 
have won our  fi fth ‘gold’ 
in the David Bel lamy 
Conservat ion Awards 
for  Caravan Parks.  
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Caravan or  house? A ‘concept’ van 
launched at the Hul l  Show. Sadly, i t 
does not meet the legal  defini tion of 
a caravan due to height so cannot 

just be instal led on parks  
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Our 2008 gold award and the 
new logo we are enti tled to use 
after  getting five years of gold 



The second Allen Val ley Ar t  and 
Music event  is being held on the 
weekend of 18 and 19th October . 
There wi l l  be musicians in the 
doorways of al l  shops, pubs etc 
and three gal ler ies—all  free ent ry. 
On the Fr iday night  there is a 
cei l idh in the Vi l lage Hall—good 
l ively fun. Detai ls of the event  in 
the laundry 

·  Nor th Pennines Storytel l ing 
Fest ival  10-12 October   2008 

·  Al lendale Kite Fest ival  11-
12 October  

·  Haltwhist le Walking Fest i-
val  11 Oct  –19 Oct  2008 

·  Mini-mar t , Al lendale Vi l lage 
Hall . 8 November— good 
ideas for  Chr istmas presents 

·  Carols on the green in Cat-
ton 7pm on Chr istmas Eve 

·  Tar  Barr ’ls fest ival , Al len-
dale 11:45pm 31 Dec 

The Garden Stat ion is open this 
year  unt i l  the end of December for  
enjoying the woodland garden or  
for  a cup of tea in the cafe. There 
are also a range of day courses in 

al l  sor ts of craft  topics from wi l low 
weaving to bread making. 

K i l lhope Lead Mining Museum 
has scary Hal low’een woodland 
walks 25/26 October 

Nenthead mines has cave paint-
ing, free scary mask-making 29th 
&  spooky mine tours on 1st  &  2nd 

Park Events 

·  Autumn get  together—
Saturday 11 October  2pm 
Coffee and cakes in Stat ion 
House Flat  

at t ract ions shor t l isted this year . 
We are del ighted to get  into the 
shor t l ist  of just  three in the whole 
of the north east  and are looking 
forward to having a good night  out  
at  the awards ceremony in 
Newcast le at  the end of 
October . We have fingers 
crossed, but  to have got  
this far  is great . I t  makes 

Stat ion House Flat , set  in the 
wait ing rooms and t icket  office of 
the old Al lendale Rai lway Stat ion, 
is in the finals for  ‘Self Cater ing 
Holiday of the Year ’ in the Nor th 
East  Tour ism Awards 2008. A 
market ing manager  from Shrop-
shire was one of four  judges who 
came to assess the 34 hotels, 
B& Bs, sel f cater ing proper t ies and 

al l  the refurbishment  work in 
2007 wor thwhi le. 
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Remember  fr iends of 
caravan owners can 

claim a 10% discount on 
stays at Station House 

Flat 

and others use vacuum bags to 
seal them.  

Central  heat ing systems do not  
need to be drained. You could con-
sider  leaving your  heat ing on ‘frost  
stat ’ unt i l  frost  proofing other  sys-
tems. 

We offer  a drain down and com-
pressor  blow through of pipes for  
£30. I f you are interested, do book 
a date as only a few can be done 
on a day. We can also do re-
connect ion at  £15.  

Some remove duvets and sheets 

Once we get  into October  you 
should protect  your  caravan.  

·  Turn off water  and open 
drain valves when you leave 

For a more severe frost , you 
should drain down your  caravan 
ful ly. I nst ruct ions wi l l  be in your  
boi ler  handbook. 

·  Empty your  cistern and pan 
and put  some ant i-freeze in 
to protect  from l inger ing 
water  
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“Thermostatic shower  valves in 
newer  caravans are especial ly 
prone to freezing and need to 
be ful ly dismantled” 
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Two publ ic footpaths close to the 
park were put  out  of act ion due to 
heavy rains. I  spoke to the foot-
paths person at  Nor thumber land 
County Counci l  and they have 
acted real ly quickly to mend the 
path from Allen Mil l  to the cul-de-
sac at  the end of the park. Good 
work by NCC! He said that  the 
broken br idge on the path from 
that  cul-de-sac along to the myste-
r ious deep dark woods and back 
over  fields to the park may take 
longer . They may use a footpath 
diversion to use an intact  br idge, 

rather  than rebui ld-
ing the old one. He 
has also been 
t ramping the path 
from Al len Mil ls to 
Al lendale and 
knows that  the path 
is get t ing narrow, 
par t icular ly in one 
place.  

Most  of the lovely 
black compost  from last  year ’s 
leaves has been spread on flower-
beds, emptying the bins for  this 
year ’s leaf fal l . I f you are t idying 

your  pi tch, do not  
put  grass (or  weeds) 
with roots in the 
compost  bin. I t  
would take over  the 
compost  bin. Ask us, 
we can get  you a 
wheelbarrow to put  
rooted grass in and 
we have a number 
of places we can re-
use i t . 

Welcome to Mr &  Mrs Burdis who 
bought  the Swift  Mosel le show 
caravan on pi tch E2.  

� � �* * � � 	 �

Up t o £26,500. Swift  
Moselle 35’ (much bet ter  
value than the 38’, a 
change from last  year) 
closely fol lowed by the 
BK Sevi l le 35’ 

Up t o £30,000. We gave the 
stars to BK Grosvenor , fol-
lowed by BK Capr ice 

Smal l  bu t  per fect l y  for med. 
Whilst  most  manufacturers focus 
on the 35’ to 40’ by 12 range, there 
are st i l l  smaller  caravans avai l-
able. We l iked the 27’ x 12’ 
Carnaby Henley and the 26’ or  28’ 
by 10’ Wil lerby Herald Gold. At las 
st i l l  offer  caravans down to 23’ x 
10’ (1 bedroom). 

Up t o £35,000. Argued 
over , but  we put  the BK 
Sheraton over  the 
Wil lerby Winchester . 

Up t o £40,000. We put  
the open plan BK Sher-

bourne over  
the At las Dia-
mond. 
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BK Grosvenor, which has won the 
Caravan Industry ‘ Hol iday Home 

of the Year ’ for  2008 

suites, and even baths, and some 
with plain shower-rooms, but  bet-
ter  design in ki tchen and lounge. 

does i t  not  mat ter? Some models 
now come with a separate lounge, 
rather  than open plan (eg BK 
Sheraton and Sherbourne, Swift  
Champagne). I f games or  ‘mind 
t raining’ appeals there is a wee 
hole for  a wi i  connect ion in the 
Cosalt  Resort . A number of cara-
vans do out look double doors to 
the front  of the van, but  double 
doors at  the side are rarer  (Swift  
Chamonix, BK Grosvenor). There 
are models with stunning en-

Each year  we t ry to get  to know 
the new caravans launched and 
pick our  favour istes in each pr ice 
band. I f you want  to have a browse 
of the brochures we have them al l  
and may be able to help narrow 
down your  choice.  

What  may be your  ideal caravan is 
far  more than the pr ice of the 
caravan. I t  is real ly about  what  is 
impor tant  for  you. I s a larger  size 
second bedroom impor tant  
(Carnaby are good this year) or  
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“Take the time to have a good 

look for  the features that are 
impor tant to you.” 

A fr iendly face on the park. 
Photo by the Brennan fami ly fro 

our  summer competi tion 

' � ( � �1�� 
 
� � � � ! "�#	 	 � � � �



The picture below shows the old Al len-
dale Rai lway stat ion (now, of course, 
Al lendale Caravan Park) before the 
passenger  service closed in 1930. Look 
at  the parasols to keep the sun off. I t  
must  have been a bet ter  summer than 
2008! A number of plates of old photos 
have been found and a local photogra-
pher  is taking modern pictures of the 
scenes pictured in the old photos. This 
is being made more difficul t  by the 
great  quant i ty of t rees that  have 
grown up in the 
last  hundred 
years.  
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the park ran away with a big 
range of pr izes for  her  crafts at  
Al lendale Flower  Show in August  
and was very close to winning the 
award for  best  junior  compet i tor . 
One of her  exhibi ts that  al l  visi-

tors to the show enjoyed 
was the ‘Angel Egg of the 
Nor th’ in the dressed egg 
category. 

For  the fi rst  t ime this 
year  we have had a com-
pet i t ion for  the best  
flower  display at  a pi tch. 
Local gardener , Paul ine 
Robson, visi ted the park 
in August  to judge the 

pi tches and the 
winners were the 
Thomsons on 

pi tch 22. Paul ine was impressed 
by the mix of 
annuals and 
longer  term 
interest  and 
she fel t  that  
the candles 
set  in the 

caravan skir t ing set  the final  
touch. The Thomsons won a 
voucher  to spend on plants for  
next  year ’s display. 
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There are a whole range of 
fr iendly shows in the area over  the 
summer per iod and plenty of 
chances to join the local commu-
nity and enjoy the baking, vegeta-
ble and craft  displays, or  even to 
take par t . The nov-
el ty dog show at  the 
Al lendale Fair  in 
June is always fun 
and a park dog won 
places in the ‘dog 
most  l ikely to run the 
popcorn machine’, 
and in compensat ion, 
the ‘dog most  l ikely 
to quaff the cham-
pagne’. 

One of the 
chi ldren on 

‘Judge Paul ine Robson admir ing the 
hosta at the Thomson’s winning cara-

van. 
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Picture of the old Al lendale 
Rai lway Station, probably be-
tween 1910 and 1920 

Alana Dixon wi th some of her  craft 

i tems at the Flower  Show 


