The ‘north’ of England
Caravan Show in Hull
marksthe start of au-
tumn for us. The public
weekend allows visitors
toview about 160 new
caravans of every shape,
size and specification. It

Caravan or house? A ‘concept’ van

is agreat place toseethe
whole range of models,
but like all shows, hard
on the feet. Thisis our
fifth year of visiting the
trade show that follows
the public show and we
feel we have perfected
the technique of
going, notebook in
hand to make our
comments on inno-
vations, good de-
signs etc and ruck-
sack on back to
carry all those 2009
brochures.

The public days

launched at the Hull Show. Sadly, it ceincided with the

does not meet thelegal definition of
a caravan dueto height so cannot
just beinstalled on parks

incredible rainfall
and floods in parts

of the north-east on 6th
September and despite
paths made from hay,
bark chippings and duck
boards, we were glad we
had the tip-off to wear
wellies. Dress at the
show is usually quite
smart—big parks may be
ordering a fleet of hire
vans with a serious
spend and they dress
accordingly. It was funny
to seethe array of wellies
and steel toe-capped
boots with the smart out-
fits.

Some of what is new for
2009 are shown inside
this newsletter.

When Steve Lowe from
Northumberland Wildlife
Trust assessed the park
in July he recommended
that we have a pile of
logs near the pond and a
large log draped intothe
pond so that young frogs

can get out easily. We
have installed our frog
hidey-hole and ladder
and just heard that we
have won our fifth ‘gold’
in the David Bellamy
Conservation Awards

Our 2008 gold award and the
new logo we are entitled to use
after getting five years of gold

for Caravan Parks.
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The second Allen Valley Art and
Music event is being held on the
weekend of 18 and 19th October.
There will be musiciansin the
doorways of all shops, pubs etc
and three galleries—all free entry.
On the Friday night thereisa
ceilidh in the Village Hall—good
lively fun. Details of the event in
the laundry

North Pennines Storytelling
Festival 10-12 October 2008

Allendale Kite Festival 11-
12 October
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Once we get into October you
should protect your caravan.

Turn off water and open
drain valves when you leave

For a more severe frost, you
should drain down your caravan
fully. Instructions will bein your
boiler handbook.

Empty your cistern and pan
and put some anti-freeze in
to protect from lingering
water

Station House Flat, set in the
waiting rooms and ticket office of
the old Allendale Railway Station,
isin the finals for ‘Self Catering
Holiday of the Year’in the North
East Tourism Awards 2008. A
marketing manager from Shrop-
shire was one of four judges who
came to assess the 34 hotels,
B&Bs, self catering properties and

Haltwhistle Walking Festi-
val 11 Oct —19 Oct 2008

Mini-mart, Allendale Village
Hall. 8 November— good
ideas for Christmas presents

Carolson the green in Cat-
ton 7pm on Christmas Eve

Tar Barr’ls festival, Allen-
dale 11:45pm 31 Dec

The Garden Station is open this
year until the end of December for
enjoying the woodland garden or
for a cup of teain the cafe. There
are also a range of day courses in

Central heating systems do not
need to be drained. You could con-
sider leaving your heating on ‘frost
stat’ until frost proofing other sys-
tems.

We offer a drain down and com-
pressor blow through of pipes for
£30. If you areinterested, do book
a date asonly a few can be done
on a day. We can alsodore-
connection at £15.

Some remove duvets and sheets

attractions shortlisted this year.
We are delighted to get intothe
shortlist of just three in the whole
of the north east and are looking
forward to having a good night out
at the awards ceremony in
Newcastle at the end of

October. We have fingers

crossed, but to have got

this far is great. It makes

all sorts of craft topics from willow
weaving to bread making.

Killhope Lead Mining Museum
has scary Hallow’een woodland
walks 25/26 October

Nenthead mines has cave paint-
ing, free scary mask-making 29th
& spooky mine tourson 1st & 2nd

Park Events

Autumn get together—
Saturday 11 October 2pm
Coffee and cakes in Station
House Flat

“Thermostatic shower valvesin
newer caravans are especially
proneto freezing and need to
be fully dismantled”

and others use vacuum bags to
seal them.

all the refurbishment work in
2007 worthwhile.

Remember friends of
caravan owners can
claim a 10% discount on
stays at Station House
Flat
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Two public footpaths close tothe
park were put out of action dueto
heavy rains. | spoke tothe foot-
paths person at Northumberland
County Council and they have
acted really quickly to mend the
path from Allen Mill to the cul-de-
sac at the end of the park. Good
work by NCC! He said that the
broken bridge on the path from
that cul-de-sac along to the myste-
rious deep dark woods and back
over fieldstothe park may take
longer. They may use a footpath
diversion to use an intact bridge,
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Each year wetry to get to know
the new caravans launched and
pick our favouristes in each price
band. If you want to have a browse
of the brochures we have them all
and may be able to help narrow
down your choice.

What may be your ideal caravan is
far more than the price of the
caravan. It isreally about what is
important for you. Is a larger size
second bedroom important
(Carnaby are good this year) or
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Small but perfectly formed.
Whilst most manufacturers focus
on the 35'to 40’ by 12 range, there
are still smaller caravans avail-
able. We liked the 27" x 12’
Carnaby Henley and the 26’ or 28’
by 10’ Willerby Herald Gold. Atlas
still offer caravans down to 23’ x
10’ (1 bedroom).

rather than rebuild-
ing the old one. He
has also been
tramping the path
from Allen Millsto
Allendale and
knows that the path
is getting narrow,
particularly in one
place.

Most of the lovely

black compost from last year’s
leaves has been spread on flower-
beds, emptying the bins for this
year’s leaf fall. If you are tidying
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does it not matter? Some models
now come with a separate lounge,
rather than open plan (eg BK
Sheraton and Sherbourne, Swift
Champagne). If games or ‘mind
training’ appealsthereis awee
hole for a wii connection in the
Cosalt Resort. A number of cara-
vans do outlook double doorsto
the front of the van, but double
doors at the side are rarer (Swift
Chamonix, BK Grosvenor). There
are models with stunning en-

Up to £26,500. Swift
Moselle 35’ (much better
value than the 38’, a
change from last year)
closely followed by the
BK Seville 35’

Up to £30,000. We gave the
stars to BK Grosvenor, fol-
lowed by BK Caprice

A friendly face on the park.
Photo by the Brennan family fro
our summer competition

your pitch, do not
put grass (or weeds)
with rootsin the
compost bin. It
would take over the
compost bin. Ask us,
we can get you a
wheelbarrow to put
rooted grassin and
we have a number
of places we can re-
use it.

Welcome to Mr & Mrs Burdis who
bought the Swift Moselle show
caravan on pitch E2.

“Takethetimeto havea good
look for the featuresthat are
important to you.”

BK Grosvenor, which has won the _
Caravan Industry ‘ Holiday Home the Atlas Dia-
of the Year’ for 2008

suites, and even baths, and some
with plain shower-rooms, but bet-
ter design in kitchen and lounge.

Up to £35,000. Argued
over, but we put the BK
Sheraton over the
Willerby Winchester.

Up to £40,000. We put
the open plan BK Sher-
bourne over

mond.




2
3 .
384516
' 7 4148 119 ;jl'hle plct.:Jre below shows thefold Allen-
27 5 &1 141 ale Railway station (now, of course,
: 8 ) Allendale Caravan Park) before the
: 3 Vo ) passenger service closed in 1930. L ook

at the parasols to keep the sun off. It
must have been a better summer than
2008! A number of plates of old photos
have been found and a local photogra-
pher istaking modern pictures of the
scenes pictured in the old photos. This
is being made more difficult by the
great quantity of trees that have
grown upinthe

last hundred

years.

Picture of theold Allendale
Railway Station, probably be-
tween 1910 and 1920
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There are a whole range of the park ran away with a big pitch 22. Pauline was impressed
friendly showsin the area over the  range of prizes for her crafts at by the mix of

summer period and plenty of Allendale Flower Show in August annuals and

chancestojoin the local commu- and was very close to winning the longer term

nity and enjoy the baking, vegeta- award for best junior competitor. interest and

ble and craft displays, or even to One of her exhibits that all visi- she felt that

take part. The nov- torstothe show enjoyed the candles

elty dog show at the was the ‘Angel Egg of the  set in the

Allendale Fair in North’in the dressed egg

Juneisalways fun category. ‘Judge Pauline Robson admiring the
and a park dog won For the first time this hosta attheThor\l::gn’swinning cara-

places in the ‘dog
most likely torun the
popcorn machine’,
and in compensation,
the ‘dog most likely
to quaff the cham-
pagne’.

year we have had a com-
petition for the best
flower display at a pitch.
Local gardener, Pauline
Robson, visited the park
in August tojudge the
pitches and the

Or?eof the Alana Dixon with some of her craft ~ Winners were the
children on items at the Elower Show Thomsons on

caravan skirting set the final
touch. The Thomsons won a
voucher to spend on plants for
next year’s display.




