We have talked about
making a pond on the
park for some time—now
it is happening. Every
wildlife book says that
water isthe most impor-
tant feature to attract
wildlife to a garden or
park.

The last bit of topsoil
needs to be shifted and
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Wildlife pond and planting
under development

the plants are eagerly
awaited, but thework is
close to completion. What
makes a pond?Is it
really between 3 and 4
tonnes of stone for wall-
ing and edging and four
tonnes of topsoil? Some-
timesit has felt asif |
was making a rockery,
rather than a pond.

Our railway ash does not
make a good planting
medium, but at least the
topsoil hasn’t travelled
far. It is some of the last
of 55,000 tonnes of fine
Tyne valley topsoil re-
moved for the new plant
at Eggar in Hexham.

Therock should feel at

home. It came from the
park two years ago when
we had major worksin
the entrance and car
parking area and has
been stored at a local
farm since.

Thereason for the design
with flowerbeds around
the pond istorestrict ac-
cess for safety. Even very
shallow water can be a
hazard. Parents and
grandparents, pleasere-
member you are respon-
sible for your children.
Please do not allow chil-
dren towalk on flower-
beds or edgingstothe
pond and planting or on
the bank behind it.

It seemed a good time,
after four years and 16
editions, toupdate the
format of the Allendale
Caravan Park newslet-
ter. We used this format
for the Station House
Flat newsletter produced

for this spring and we
thought it looked good.
What doyou think?
Thereis always a lot of
news for the spring edi-
tion after the
park has been
closed for the

uoae e \vinter, but

other editions
may not be a
= full four pages.

Thefirst newsletter in
Spring 2004
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An full events list for the Allen
Valleys should be available
shortly—hereis a summary.

The North Pennines AONB office
has a programme of walks and
events through the year aswell as
the Northern Rocks geology festi-
val. Copiesin the laundry.

The Art Tour (from 8 June for 6
Sundays) with open artists’ stu-
diosis a great chance to explore
the countryside and art and there
are lots of studios within 10 miles.

In addition, there are many local

The Hexham Courant had an arti-
cle of interest to caravan owners
in mid February. Jim Hick of the
Allendale Brewing Company is
buying the Crown Inn in Catton,
just a quarter of a mile from the
park. The pub has been closed for
almost 10 years and the previous
owners hoped toturn it intoa
house.

When | got an update from him in
mid March, he said that he hoped
that the purchase would go
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We arein the process of changing
our electricity supplier to British
Gas with a cheaper price for your
electricity in 2008. The changeover
should be soon. Remember, the
electricity priceyou are charged is
exactly the same as we are
charged. Thereisno’add-on’tothe
price. The laundry electricity sup-
ply has also changed and is now

festivals you may enjoy.

Haltwhistle Walking Festi-
val 26 April—5 May 2008 &
11 Oct —19 Oct 2008

Northern Rocks Festival of
Geology and Landscape 24
May—=8 June 2008

Allendale Fair 30 May—1
June

Catton Village Fair 21 June
Nenthead Gala 19 July 2008

Allendale Agricultural Show
3rd Sat in August

through in late April. It may open
first as a pub, with food coming
later.

There are four pubsin Allendale
just over a mile away, with three
being refurbished this spring and
the King’'s Head re-opening before
Easter, but it would be nice to
have one even closer.

The pub will feature at least six of
the Allendale Brewing Company’s
own ales, aswell as guest beers
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renewable energy—hydroelectric
from Scottish Hydro.

Our gas supplier remains Flogas,
but we have negotiated a much
better rate. You will remember the
closing price was £50/ 47kg bottle.
We then got further letters from
them which would have led to a
further £7 increase. However, the

Allendale Flower Show 4th
Sat in August

Allendale Kite Festival 13-
14 Sept

Whitfield Village Fair 14
September

North Pennines Storytelling
Festival 10-12 October 2008

Local museums, Killhope and
Nenthead Mines have a series of
events over the season and details
should be available shortly on the
notice board or in the laundry.

“If all goesto plan wehopeto
open a traditional Northumbrian
pub serving simple country food
and real ales” said Jim Hick in
the Hexham Courant about re-
opening the Crown in Catton

from other local breweries.

new priceis £46 / 47kg bottle—
much better.
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A water powered laundry seemsright
somehow...




Thefirst craft unit should be up
and running at the old Smelting
Mill, just 300m from the park, in
April.

When we bought the park we
planned to offer licence agree-
ments to all caravan owners. This
offers alot of protection to caravan
owners, for instance if a park
changes hands (not planning
this!). However, the BH& HPA an-
nounced shortly afterward that a
new licence agreement was being
developed to be out in 6 months so
we only offered them to those buy-
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Tynedale Council have changed
thelist of items that can be put in
their re-cycling bins. There are
quite a few items that can no
longer be put in the park re-
cycling bins. Thereis a notice by
the bin compounds but please note

X -nocorrugated cardboard
boxes (cornflake boxes and similar
light card arefine)

X -nofoil or foil trays (such as
ready meals trays)
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We have always thought that the
ground floor self-catering Station
House Flat was ideal for someone
with limited mobility and took the
opportunity during refurbishment
in 2007 to ensure that we could
meet the requirements.

We hope we have done thisin a
way that is attractive to everyone.

ing new and nearly
new caravans. It
has taken until now
for the new agree-
ment to be finalised.
We will shortly be
offering the new
agreementsto all on
the park.

A number of plastic
storage boxes blew
apart in the winter.
They may only be
suitable if located in a sheltered
position. Do note that in our site

& & &

X - Noplasticsthat aren’t bottles.

Thisis quite along list:

no Tetra Pak—waxed juice & milk
cartons

no food trays or margarine cartons
no plant pots or yoghourt pots,

no foam or polystyrene

no bubble wrap, plastic bags

Yes to empty plastic bottles
Yes to paper and light card
Yestoaluminium & steel cans

Empty glass bottles and jars

The 96 page National Ac-

cessible Scheme quality V
standard became well
thumbed as all the new
rooms were planned. We
were assessed in Fer-
buary 2008 and achieved
mobility access level 1.

You can read our accessi-

Make sureyour visitors know
about our 5mph limit on the
park.

licence from the council
storage under caravansis
not permitted. Caravan
owners should also keep
this area tidy and free
from weeds.

Three pubs and the tea
rooms in Allendale have
changed hands over
the winter, with all
the pubs being re-
furbished.

“You can re-cycle corrugated

cardboard and tetra-pak fruit

juicecartons at there-cycling
centrein Allendale

should still be put in the boxes at
the back of the bin compound

bility statement cover-

and Station House

Flat on our website on

= www.allendale-
holidays.co.uk

Slt.? ing the caravan park
#
bl

National Accessible
Scheme
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What has been happening on your
park over the winter?

Two journalists from the eco radio
station ‘Passion for the Planet’ vis-
ited the park in February 2008.
They were visiting a number of

Journalists from ‘Passion for the
Planet’ visited the park

green tourism businesses in
Northumberland and interviewed

Allendale was the terminal station of
the Hexham to Allendale line, opened
in 1869. The line closed for passenger
trafficin 1930 and closed finally in
1950. Thelast station master, Mr
Douglas bought the station and some
land and set up Allendale Caravan
Park. However, tourism was not a
new enterprise. British Railways ad-
vertised ‘Station Cottage’ for holidays
before the railway closed in a brochure
with a stunning pen and ink cover.
Two of the three other stations on the
line are also tourist sites; the Garden
Station at Langley is

worth avisit and

Staward station offers

self catering holidays as

we do here.
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Verona Woodhouse about the
green initiatives on Allendale
Caravan Park. Just when you
want to speak clearly for the mi-
crophone, ‘hms and has’ seem to
jump out! The feature on ethical
tourism hasn't hit their website
yet, but should be coming soon.

Our dream for a few yearstimeis
to have a welcoming reception for
the park with attractive landscap-
ing outside it on the gable end of
Station House. We got drawings
made over the autumn and gained
planning permission in January.
The project is still a few years
away, but at least we can plan for
it.

Verona was presented with the
park’s fourth gold award for con-

servation by
David
Bellamy in
London,
while Mike
looked after
the park and
the children
at home.

Verona being presented with the park’s
fourth gold award by David Bellamy

We have had a windy winter and
the park noticeboard has blown
down in recent winds. It will be
replaced soon.



