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We have talked about 
making a pond on the 
park for  some t ime—now 
it  is happening. Every 
wildl i fe book says that 
water  is the most impor -
tant  feature to at t ract  
wildl i fe to a garden or 
park. 

The last  bit  of topsoil  
needs to be shifted and 

the plants are eager ly 
awaited, but the work is 
close to complet ion. What 
makes a pond? Is i t  
real ly between 3 and 4 
tonnes of  stone for wall-
ing and edging and four 
tonnes of topsoil? Some-
t imes it  has felt  as i f I  
was making a rockery, 
rather than a pond. 

Our  rai lway ash does not 
make a good plant ing 
medium, but  at  least  the 
topsoil  hasn’t  travelled 
far . I t is some of the last  
of 55,000 tonnes of fine 
Tyne valley topsoil re-
moved for the new plant  
at  Eggar  in Hexham.  

The rock should feel at 

home. I t  came from the 
park two years ago when 
we had major works in 
the entrance and car 
parking area and has 
been stored at  a local 
farm since. 

The reason for  the design 
with flowerbeds around 
the pond is to restr ict  ac-
cess for safety. Even very 
shallow water  can be a 
hazard. Parents and 
grandparents, please re-
member  you are respon-
sible for  your  chi ldren. 
Please do not  al low chil-
dren to walk on flower -
beds or  edgings to the 
pond and plant ing or on 
the bank behind it .  

I t  seemed a good t ime, 
after  four years and 16 
edit ions, to update the 
format of the Allendale 
Caravan Park newslet-
ter . We used this format 
for  the Stat ion House 
Flat  newslet ter produced 

for  this spr ing and we 
thought i t looked good. 
What do you think? 
There is always a lot  of 
news for the spr ing edi-
t ion after the 
park has been 
closed for  the 

winter, but 
other edit ions 
may not  be a 
ful l  four pages. 
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Wildl i fe pond and planting 
under development 
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The fi rst newsletter in 
Spr ing 2004 



An ful l  events l ist  for  the Allen 
Valleys should be available 
shor t ly—here is a summary. 

The Nor th Pennines AONB office 
has a programme of walks and 
events through the year  as well  as 
the Nor thern Rocks geology fest i-
val. Copies in the laundry. 

The Ar t  Tour (from 8 June for  6 
Sundays) with open ar t ists’ stu-
dios is a great  chance to explore 
the countryside and ar t  and there 
are lots of studios within 10 miles.  

In addit ion, there are many local 

fest ivals you may enjoy. 

· Haltwhist le Walking Fest i-
val 26 Apr i l—5 May 2008 &  
11 Oct –19 Oct 2008 

· Nor thern Rocks Fest ival of 
Geology and Landscape 24 
May—8 June 2008 

· Allendale Fair  30 May—1 
June 

· Catton Vil lage Fair  21 June 

· Nenthead Gala 19 July 2008 

· Allendale Agr icultural Show 
3rd Sat in August 

· Al lendale Flower Show 4th 
Sat in August 

· Al lendale K ite Fest ival 13-
14 Sept 

· Whit field Vil lage Fair  14 
September  

· Nor th Pennines Storytel l ing 
Fest ival 10-12 October   2008 

Local museums, K il lhope and 
Nenthead Mines have a ser ies of 
events over  the season and detai ls 
should be available shor t ly on the 
not ice board or  in the laundry. 

renewable energy—hydroelectr ic 
from Scott ish Hydro. 

Our  gas supplier  remains Flogas, 
but  we have negot iated a much 
bet ter  rate. You wil l  remember  the 
closing pr ice was £50/ 47kg bot t le. 
We then got  fur ther let ters from 
them which would have led to a 
fur ther £7 increase. However, the 

We are in the process of changing 
our electr icity supplier  to Br it ish 
Gas with a cheaper  pr ice for  your 
electr icity in 2008. The changeover 
should be soon. Remember , the 
electr icity pr ice you are charged is 
exact ly the same as we are 
charged. There is no ’add-on’ to the 
pr ice. The laundry electr icity sup-
ply has also changed and is now 

new pr ice is £46 / 47kg bot t le—
much bet ter. 
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A water powered laundry seems right 
somehow... 

from other local brewer ies.  

 

through in late Apr i l . I t  may open 
first  as a pub, with food coming 
later . 

There are four pubs in Allendale 
just  over  a mile away, with three 
being refurbished this spr ing and 
the K ing’s Head re-opening before 
Easter , but  i t  would be nice to 
have one even closer .  

The pub wil l  feature at least  six of 
the Allendale Brewing Company’s 
own ales, as well  as guest  beers 

The Hexham Courant  had an ar t i-
cle of interest  to caravan owners 
in mid February. Jim Hick of the 
Allendale Brewing Company is 
buying the Crown Inn in Catton, 
just  a quar ter  of a mile from the 
park. The pub has been closed for 
almost  10 years and the previous 
owners hoped to turn i t  into a 
house. 

When I  got  an update from him in 
mid March, he said that  he hoped 
that  the purchase would go 
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“I f al l  goes to plan we hope to 
open a tradi tional  Northumbr ian 
pub serving simple country food 
and real  ales ” said J im Hick in 
the Hexham Courant about re-
opening the Crown in Catton 
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The first  craft  unit  should be up 
and running at  the old Smelt ing 
Mil l , just  300m from the park, in 
Apr i l . 

When we bought the park we 
planned to offer  l icence agree-
ments to al l  caravan owners. This 
offers a lot  of protect ion to caravan 
owners, for instance if a park 
changes hands (not planning 
this!). However, the BH& HPA an-
nounced shor t ly afterward that  a 
new l icence agreement was being 
developed to be out in 6 months so 
we only offered them to those buy-

ing new and near ly 
new caravans. I t 
has taken unt i l  now 
for  the new agree-
ment to be final ised. 
We wil l  shor t ly be 
offer ing the new 
agreements to al l  on 
the park.  

A number  of plast ic 
storage boxes blew 
apar t  in the winter . 
They may only be 
suitable i f located in a sheltered 
posit ion. Do note that  in our  site 

l icence from the council  
storage under caravans is 
not  permit ted. Caravan 
owners should also keep 
this area t idy and free 
from weeds. 

Three pubs and the tea 
rooms in Allendale have 

changed hands over 
the winter, with al l  
the pubs being re-
furbished. 
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The 96 page Nat ional Ac-
cessible Scheme quali ty 
standard became well 
thumbed as al l  the new 
rooms were planned. We 
were assessed in Fer -
buary 2008 and achieved 
mobil i ty access level 1.  

You can read our accessi-

We have always thought that  the 
ground floor  self-cater ing Stat ion 
House Flat  was ideal for someone 
with l imited mobil i ty and took the 
oppor tunity dur ing refurbishment 
in 2007 to ensure that  we could 
meet the requirements.  

We hope we have done this in a 
way that  is at t ract ive to everyone. 

bi l i ty statement cover-
ing the caravan park 
and Stat ion House 
Flat  on our  website on  
www.allendale-
holidays.co.uk 
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National  Accessible 
Scheme 

should st i l l  be put  in the boxes at 
the back of the bin compound 

 

X  -  No plast ics that  aren’t  bot t les. 
This is quite a long l ist : 
no Tetra Pak—waxed juice &  milk 
car tons 
no food t rays or  margar ine car tons 
no plant pots or  yoghour t  pots,  
no foam or polystyrene 
no bubble wrap, plast ic bags 

Yes to empty plast ic bot t les 
Yes to paper  and l ight  card 
Yes to aluminium &  steel cans 

Empty glass bot t les and jars 

Tynedale Council  have changed 
the l ist  of i tems that  can be put  in 
their  re-cycl ing bins. There are 
quite a few items that can no 
longer  be put in the park re-
cycl ing bins. There is a not ice by 
the bin compounds but  please note 

 X  - no cor rugated cardboard 
boxes (cornflake boxes and similar 
l ight  card are fine) 

X  - no foi l  or foi l  trays (such as 
ready meals t rays) 
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“You can re-cycle corrugated 
cardboard and tetra-pak frui t 
juice car tons at the re-cycl ing 

centre in Al lendale 

Make sure your  visi tors know 
about our 5mph l imi t on the 

park. 
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Allendale was the terminal stat ion of 
the Hexham to Allendale l ine, opened 
in 1869. The l ine closed for  passenger 
t raffic in 1930 and closed final ly in 
1950. The last  stat ion master , Mr 
Douglas bought the stat ion and some 
land and set  up Allendale Caravan 
Park. However, tour ism was not a 
new enterpr ise. Br it ish Railways ad-
ver t ised ‘Stat ion Cottage’ for  hol idays 
before the rai lway closed in a brochure 
with a stunning pen and ink cover. 
Two of the three other  stat ions on the 
l ine are also tour ist  sites; the Garden 
Stat ion at  Langley is 
wor th a visit  and 
Staward stat ion offers 
self cater ing holidays as 
we do here. 
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Verona Woodhouse about the 
green init iat ives on Allendale 
Caravan Park. Just  when you 
want to speak clear ly for  the mi-
crophone, ‘hms and has’ seem to 
jump out ! The feature on ethical 
tour ism hasn’t  hit  their  website 
yet , but  should be coming soon. 

Our  dream for  a few years t ime is 
to have a welcoming recept ion for 
the park with at t ract ive landscap-
ing outside it  on the gable end of 
Stat ion House. We got drawings 
made over  the autumn and gained 
planning permission in January. 
The project is st i l l  a few years 
away, but  at  least  we can plan for 
i t .  

Verona was presented with  the 
park’s four th gold award for  con-

servat ion by 
David 
Bellamy in 
London, 
while Mike 
looked after 
the park and 
the chi ldren 
at  home. 

We have had a windy winter and 
the park not iceboard has blown 
down in recent  winds. I t  wil l  be 
replaced soon. 
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What has been happening on your 
park over  the winter? 

Two journalists from the eco radio 
stat ion ‘Passion for  the Planet ’ vis-
i ted the park in February 2008. 
They were visit ing a number  of 

green tour ism businesses in 
Nor thumber land and interviewed 

Verona being presented wi th the park’s 
four th gold award by David Bel lamy 
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Journal ists from ‘Passion for the 
Planet’ visi ted the park 
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