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Allendale Caravan Park 
is one of only three parks 
in the nor th of England 
to win a nat ional award. 
We have been del ighted 
to gain a gold award for   
five years in the David 
Bel lamy Conservat ion 
Awards for  caravan 
parks. This year  over  500 
parks won a gold award 
and we were one of 34 
who had got  that  gold for  
5 years. Just  14 from the 
whole country were sin-
gled out  for  a special 
award. 

Three parks from the 
nor th of England gained 
a special  award; one from 
Lancashire, one from 
Cumbr ia and Al lendale 

Caravan Park. Verona 
was presented with the 
award by David Bel lamy 
in Blackpool in February.   

We got  the special award 

for  our  annual Environ-
mental Assessment  of 
the park and were nomi-
nated for  the award by 
Steve Lowe of Nor thum-
ber land Wildl i fe Trust .  

We update the assess-
ment  every year  with 
lots of pictures and de-
scr ipt ions of the park. 
Having gained the 
award, we want  to 
spruce up the species 
l ists for  plants and ani-
mals this spr ing and 
summer. We found over  
60 types of wi ld flowers 
last  t ime around, but  
know there are lots 
more, so ask for  a copy of 
the species l ists i f you 
want  to plant  spot  for  us.  

Staff from Hexham Tour-
ist  I nformat ion wil l  visi t  
the park at  the end of 
March. They are doing a 
famil iar isat ion visi t  to 
the area and have a very 
ful l  schedule for  their  
day as they visi t  a whole 

range of tour ism loca-
t ions. They hope to be-
come bet ter  informed 
about  the at t ract ions of 
the area so they can ad-
vise hol iday-makers on 
places to go and where 
to stay. 
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Picture from the Hexham 
Courant 
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Hexham Tour ist I nformation 



The North Pennines Pocket  Guide is 
now available in the park laundry. 
This gives a whole range of walks, 
events and act ivi t ies in the North Pen-
nines.  

The Nat ional  Trust  at  Allen Banks, 
just  four  miles away, have a ser ies of 
events this year , including a chance to 
t ry your  hand at  fishing. The dates 
and contact  detai ls are in the Al len 
Val leys free brochure map, also avai l -
able in the laundry.    

The Ar t  Tour  in June and July with 
open ar t ists’ studios is a great  chance 
to explore the countryside and ar t  and 
there are a wide range of studios 

within 10 miles of Stat ion House Flat .  

I n addi t ion, there are many local  fest i -
vals you may enjoy. 

Al lendale Challenge  - 26 mile walking 
and running event  on the r idges 
around the val leys 4 Apr i l  2009 

‘Dale plant  and Ar t  Fest ival  17-18 
Apr i l  2009— Al lendale Vil lage Hal l 

Haltwhist le Walking Fest ival  26 
Apr i l—5 May 2009 &  11 Oct  –19 Oct   

Nor thern Rocks Fest ival  of Geology 
and Landscape 23 May—7 June 2009 

Al lendale Fair  29—31 May 2009 

Pebbles Ar t  and Music Fest ival  4-5 

July 2009 

Juniors Fly Fishing Compet it ion, 16 
and under, Mon 17th August 2009, 
Langley Dam Fishery 

Al lendale Agr icul tural  Show 3rd Sat  
in August  

Al lendale Flower Show 4th Sat  in Au-
gust  

Al lendale Ki te Fest ival  10-11 Oct  ‘09 

Ki l lhope, the North of England Lead-
mining museum and Nenthead Mines 
also have a range of events through 
the year . 

can save on energy use by reduc-
ing the flow of air . I t  can also en-
hance the look of your  caravan by 
hiding the pipework 
from view. Enough ven-
t i lat ion must  be left  to 
provide air  for  gas ap-
pl iances. At  least  one 
vent  must  be provided 
per  room. Do remember  

When you leave your  caravan after  
a break, do make sure that  al l  taps 
and the water  valve under  the 
caravan are ful ly turned off. We 
have occasional ly found caravans 
where water  was running to 
waste. Somet imes this may be 
missed in the bust le of depar ture.  

Base skir t ing around your  caravan 

to provide enough removable pan-
els or  gaps in panels to give easy 
access to water  taps and to pipes. 
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Caravan ski r ting can save 
on heating and enhance 
the look of your  caravan 

was within the date. We can pro-
vide a replacement  ext inguisher  
for  £15. 

ago when we bought  the park and 
they now meets Tynedale Counci l  
requirements. We get  the ext in-
guishers checked each year  and 
work is done i f necessary.  

Caravan fire ext inguishers are 
usual ly guaranteed for  five years 
and need to be replaced after  that . 
I f you have bought  a new or  sec-
ond hand caravan from us i t  wi l l  
have a new ext inguisher  with the 
date of manufacture marked on, 
unless an exist ing ext inguisher  

This spr ing do have a good look at  
your  caravan steps. Are they in 
good order? Strong enough for  the 
job? Remember  you are responsi-
ble for  your  own caravan steps. Do 
consider  a handrai l . They are not  
expensive and can be added to 
most  steps.  

 A fi re recommendat ion for  cara-
van parks—if there is a fi re, cara-
vans should be evacuated within 
100m of the fire. We reviewed and 
upgraded our  fi re points five years 
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“The fi re station at Al lendale has 
said that they can supply and fi t 
a long l i fe smoke alarm for  free 
at any caravans which do not 
have one. Contact us and we wi l l  
ar range i t wi th the fi re service.” 
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We are not  qui te there on Wi-Fi 
access yet , but  i t  should be avai l-
able soon and we wil l  give you de-
tai ls as soon as possible. 

Look out  for  the ‘Dale Plant  and 
Ar t  Weekend the weekend after  
Easter . There wil l  be special ist  
nurser ies, talks about  plants and 
demonstrat ions - al l  in and around 
the Al lendale Vi l lage Hall .   

Al lendale Bakery is now open at  
the old smelt ing mil l  just  300 yds 
from the park from 9am unt i l  
2pm. Owner , Carr ie, hopes that  

her  cafe wi l l  be open 
in ear ly summer. 

You may see Al len-
dale on television in 
the next  few months. 
The BBC have fi lmed 
for  ‘I n Search of the 
Rural I dyl l ’, where 
Al lendale is repre-
sent ing the Nor th 
East  in this nat ional  
ser ies. The BBC are 
returning to fi lm at  the Crown in 
Cat ton, just  half a mi le away, as  
par t  of a documentary on the 

dwindl ing number  
of rural pubs. See 
the latest  Crown 
events on our  no-
t ice board.  

The Hemmel Cafe 
in Al lenheads has 
changed hands as 
previous owner , 
Jacquie, has been 
i l l . Chr ist ine, who 
is now in charge, 

offers del icious home-made pies 
and cakes wi th local  ingredients to 
keep food miles down. 
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paint ing, etc (with lovely 
lunches) in 2009. 
www.thegardenstat ion.co.uk 

Mike Winstanley took over  
the Garden Stat ion last  year  
and makes many of the 
breads and cakes himself. 
He has offered a voucher for  
a free tea or  coffee to al l  
caravan owners and those 

The Garden Stat ion is the next  but  
one stat ion along our  old rai lway l ine 
and is now a (free entry) woodland 
garden and cafe.  I t  is a great place for  
a quiet  walk in the shady woodland 
garden and there are also sculptures 
around the garden for  you to spot .  

They have a range of events, day  and 
hal f-day courses  on subjects such as 
wi l low weaving, bread making, wi l low 

who are having a look 
around the park. Get  the 
voucher with this news-
let ter  or  pick one up from 
Mike or  Verona...... while 
stocks last . The cafe is 

open 10am—
5pm Fr idays 
to Mondays. 
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Proving there can be a great range 
of colour , plants and beauty in a 

shady garden 

Blacksmiths and the stone bui ld-
ing wil l  be restored to look l ike the 
old blacksmiths. 

shows a select ion of work by ar t -
ists who have been involved with 
ACA. The venue is on Blandford 
Square, close to the Discovery Mu-
seum, Dance City and Centre for  
L ife.   

Work wi l l  star t  in the next  few 
weeks clear ing the petrol and oi l  
tanks from the old Al lendale Mo-
tor  Company ready for  i ts new de-
velopment  as the Al lendale Ar t  
and Media Centre of Excel lence. 
The bui lding was the old Al lendale 

From 2nd Apr i l  there wi l l  be a l i t -
t le bit  of the Al len Val leys in New-
cast le. Al lenheads Contemporary 
Ar ts wi l l  be opening a new gal lery 
in Newcast le ci ty centre, 
ACAdovetai l .  

The event  wi l l  be a double celebra-
t ion launching the new gal lery and 
the book on ACA’s work over  the 
last  12 years. The inaugural exhi-
bit ion takes i ts t i t le from the book, 
‘Setting the Fel l  on Fi re: Al len-
heads Contemporary Ar ts’, and 
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“Even more room for   
dangerous cakes in the old 
Blacksmiths” says Amanda 

Galbrai th of Pebbles 

The Crown in Catton 
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There are lots of clues to the past  as 
you walk or  dr ive around the area. At  
Br idge End, as you approach Al len-
dale from the park, there is a small  
house with a ground floor  window in 
the gable. This was a tol l  house, gath-
er ing tol ls for  use of the road. Tol l  
houses always have this window and 
you wil l  see others as you dr ive 
around. 

Amongst  501 histor ical si tes in Al len-
dale and another  few in Cat ton, the 
int r icate rai l ings around the l ibrary 
and the First  School are grade I I  
l isted and protected by law. 

Detai ls from ‘Keys to 
the Past ’ website 
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of a domest ic cat , but  qui te l ike a 
stoat  in appearance, though the 
stoat  is much smaller . The Addi-
sons had a caravan unt i l  the last  
couple of years and Mrs Addision 
saw a pine mar ten just  off the 
park, as she walked towards  the 
r iver . Stoats are seen regular ly on 

the park, and Pam 
and Alan Lough-
head got  some 
great  photos last  
year . Do tel l  us i f 
you spot  a pine 
mar ten and we 
wil l  pass on the 
sight ing to Nor th-
umber land Wild-
l i fe Trust .  

I n fact , the wi ld-

l i fe t rust  are keen to have your  
records of al l  sor ts 
of wi ldl i fe. You can 
record i t  on 

www.eyeproject .org.uk. Record 
under  username Allendale Cara-
van Park (capitals needed) with 
password caravan or  register  your  
own id. This al lows you to ident i fy 
where on a map of the north east  
you have spot ted the plant  or  ani-
mal. 

&� � � 	 1�� ! - , - 234, , 3� �
0� 
 1�� 4. � 2- , � , - , � �
�� � � 5 � ��	 � � � �	 2� � ��� � � � 6* � 6� ' �
+ + + 6� ��	 � � � �	 2� � ��� � � � 6* � 6� ' �

A regular  visi tor  to Stat ion House 
Flat  saw a barn owl on the park on 
a number  of occasions when he 
was walking his dog late at  night  
when on a break this new year . 
We hear  tawny owls regular ly at  
night , but  have not  seen the 
ghost ly white barn owl yet . Tel l  us 
i f you see one. 

Nor thumber-
land Wildl i fe 
Trust  have a 
project  this 
year  to find 
out  more 
about  pine 
mar tens in 
Nor thumber-
land. They are    
about  the size 

‘We have a leaflet on spotting the pine 
marten which you can have a look at to 

confi rm a sighting. 
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I ntr icate rai l ings at Al lendale 
Fi rst School , bui l t in 1879 

Barn owl  picture from the Barn Owl  

Trust websi te 


