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The Tar  Bar r ’ls fest ival 
in Allendale is very spe-
cial and depending on 
what you read, i t  has 
been happening at  mid-
night  on New Year’s Eve 
for  two hundred years or 
two thousand years! 

Whatever  the history, 
locally- born, colour ful ly 
dressed guisers carry 
bar rels of burning tar  on 
their  heads in a proces-
sion around the vi l lage 
before using them to 
l ight  an enormous bon-

fire in the market  
place.  

Unt i l  now caravan 
owners could watch 
the spectacle on 
television or  dr ive 
here for  the eve-
ning, but  the park 
has been closed. 
Following a change 
to our  Site L icence,
the park’s new 
opening is from 18 

March to 6 January.  

Cur rent  owners have the 
opt ion to remain on the 
exist ing season or  up-
grade to the new season 
at  an addit ion to the 
pitch fee of £175 per year
(including VAT). There 
are some changes to the 
park rules, par t icular ly 
relat ing to parking 
places due to the change 
of season. 

The addit ion to the pitch 
fee has already been in-
cluded in the pitch fees 
we quote to prospect ive 
caravan owners.  

Steve Lowe from Nor th-
umber land Wildl i fe 
Trust  comes to assess the 
park on 10th July for  the 
David Bellamy Conser -
vat ion Award for Cara-
van Parks. 

We hope we have plenty 

to show him this year 
with the new pond, two 
owl boxes ready to in-
stal l , more plant ing, and 
renewable energy elec-
t r ici ty from Southern 
Elecr ic for  the laundry. 
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Tar Barr ’l s Festival in Al lendale at 
midnight on New Year ’s Eve  
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Whirl igig beetles (above), 
pond snai ls &  pond skaters 

have al ready found the pond. 



The Nor th Pennines AONB office 
has a programme of walks and 
events through the year .  

Lots of free open ar t ists studios 
within 10 miles in The Ar t Tour 
(Sundays unt i l  13 July).  

Local fest ivals you may enjoy. 

· Nenthead Gala 19 July 2008 

· Allendale Agr icultural Show 
16th August 

· 4th Allendale Beer Fest ival, 
cr icket  grounds 17 August 
from 1pm, 7 bands, 14 beers 

· Al lendale Flower Show 23 
August  from 1pm 

· Whit field Vil lage Fair  14 
September  

· Nor th Pennines Storytel l ing 
Fest ival 10-12 October   2008 

· Allendale K ite Fest ival 11-
12 October—change of date 

· Haltwhist le Walking Fest i-
val 11 Oct  –19 Oct 2008 

· Allen Valley Ar t  &  Music 
Event 18—19 October. Now 
with 42 ar t ists/craft  people 

· Carols on the green in Cat-
ton 7pm on Chr istmas eve 

K il lhope and Nenthead Mines mu-
seums have events over  the sea-
son. The Garden Stat ion has a 
huge range of events and half day 
courses over the year . 

Park Events 

· Make winter  homes on the 
park for  the good bugs—
Saturday 2 August , 2pm 

· Autumn get  together—
Saturday 11 October  2pm 

because the walls have 
100mm, or  4”, of insulat ion. 

When you go home after  a 
visit , remember  to turn off 
your  water valve under  the 
caravan, the main electr ic-
i ty switch on the fuse box 
and the tap on your  gas 
bot t le or  gas changeover 

We plan to fol low the good exam-
ple of the Brennan family and in-
stal l  a water  but t  this summer  to 
help top up the new pond.  

The best  insulated caravan on the 
park arr ives in ear ly July for Mike 
Alderson. He has bought a 
Wil lerby Evolut ion, 12’7” wide. 
The reason for  this extra width is 

valve, unless (dur ing 
winter) you are leav-
ing heaters or central 
heat ing on ‘frost ’ set-
t ing.  
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Caravan owners, the 
Brennan family, doing 
thei r bi t to save water 

and sti l l  water thei r pots. 

ing as they are. See us to set  a 
t ime when we can talk you 
through the new agreement. 

Fair  Trading. I t offers a lot  of pro-
tect ion to caravan owners. We 
have been wait ing for this new 
agreement to be available so we 
could offer  i t  to al l .  

We offer  the revised l icence agree-
ment to al l  caravan owners, 
whether they have one of the older 
style l icence agreements (A3 blue 
and white card folded to A4) or  no 
l icence agreement. Caravan own-
ers have the opt ion to take out  the 
new l icence agreement or  remain-

We have offered standard industry 
l icence agreements on sales of al l  
new and near ly new caravans 
since we bought the park in 2003. 
A revised l icence agreement was 
published this spr ing and the 
three most recent  sales have been 
under  this new agreement.  

The agreement, revised after 
many years, has been reviewed to 
ensure that  i t meets al l  the latest  
consumer legislat ion and it  has 
also been reviewed by the Office of 
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“A standard industry l icence 
agreement offers a lot of 
protection to the caravan 
owner . I f a park doesn’t offer 
you one, ask yoursel f why not.” 
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There is a new website for visitors 
to the Allen Valleys which should 
give you detai ls of events happen-
ing in the area over  the next  few 
months to al low you to plan your 
visits.  

There is now a cl ipboard in the 
laundry to mark up whether a 
nest  box is occupied near your 
pitch, or what birds are seen regu-
lar ly near your pitch. 

There wil l  be a pr ize this summer 
for  the best  plant display on a 
pitch—judged by a fr iendly local 

gardener on the 
week star t ing 11th  
August . 

Cleaning up after 
dogs —make sure 
that  visitors know 
that  this is required 
and that  dog mess is 
not  welcome on the 
park. 

Welcome to the 
Thomsons on pitch 1 and to the 
Kays on pitch E1, the first  pitch on 
the r ight  hand side.  

I f you are placing 
seats, planters or 
solar  l ights on your 
pitch, please con-
sider  whether they 
wil l  prevent  us 
mowing and keeping 
your  pitch as smar t  
as we would al l  l ike 
i t . We cannot mow 
r ight  up to or  under 
obstacles.  

I ndicat ions are that  the ‘new for 
old’ insurance rate should come 
down on renewal in August . 
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fi r st  unit  is to be a small 
garden centre. 

Have you visited the next 
but  one stat ion on our old 
rai lway l ine, the Garden 
Stat ion? There is free en-
t ry to a lovely woodland 
garden along the old rai l-
way l ine, shade-loving 

The Crown pub in Catton, a quar -
ter  mile from the park, re-opens 
after  9 years on 28 June. They are 
having a t radit ional hand-painted 
sign made for the pub and meals 
wil l  be available from the star t . 

I nternal work has star ted on the 
new craft  units at  the old smelt ing 
mil l , just  300m from the park. The 

plants for sale, two ca-
fés, and occasional ar t  
exhibit ions. Interest-
ing half day and day 
courses run through 

the year . 
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The rai lway l ine garden at  
The Garden Station 

i tems. We can ar range for  larger 
i tems to be col lected, but  there 
may be a charge. 

boxes and put in the ordinary bin.
No tetrapaks either.  

Plast ic bot t les are the only type of 
plast ic to be re-cycled. No plast ic 
bags or food t rays.  

Food cans (washed) and beer cans 
are st i l l  welcome, but  foi l  food 
t rays go in the ordinary bin. 

The re-cycl ing centre in Allendale 
has re-opened for  your  larger 
i tems. The binmen wil l  only empty 
bins and wil l  not  take larger 

Just  as everyone got used to what 
could be re-cycled, Tynedale Coun-
ci l  changed the l ist . I t  must  be a 
real nuisance for  caravan owners 
as I  am sure the l ist  is different 
from at  home! Thanks to everyone 
for  al l  their  help in re-cycl ing. 
Most  caravan parks don’t  have 
such careful visitors and because 
of that , they have less re-cycl ing.  

Just  as a reminder, corrugated 
cardboard can no longer go in the 
recycl ing bin. Could you flat ten 

&� ' �  � ��	 
 ( � #� 	 � � �"� � � � � � �#� �%�

“Please flatten cor rugated 
cardboard and put in the 

ordinary bin. 

Welcome page of new Al len Val -
leys websi te 

www.visi tal lenval leys.com 
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When the Hexham to Allendale l ine 
opened for passengers in 1869, the 
Newcastle Daily Journal  said that  i t 
“wil l  open out  a new and picturesque 
dist r ict  to the tour ist ”. There were 
three passenger  trains a day, with an 
extra one on Tuesdays for  Hexham 
market . The fare in 1879 was 3s4d 1st  
class, 1s1d 3rd class. The 1st  &  2nd 
class fares were cut  massively in 1887, 
but  3rd class went up sl ight ly.  

Tell  us your stor ies about great  hol i-
days at  Al lendale Caravan Park over 
the years. What about the l i t t le gir ls 
dressing up in caravan net cur tains 
for  the royal wedding in 1981? Are 
there pictures? 
Was the scary 
woman a witch? 
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Please submit  photos, drawings, 
prose, poem or  l imer ick with a 
theme of wildl i fe on the park, no 
bigger  than A5 (half this A4 
sheet), by 16th August  to Mike or 
Verona. Entr ies from all  welcome. 
Pr izes! We wil l  forward the entr ies 
on postcards to David Bellamy. I f 
you are not ar t ist ic with a camera 
or  pen, give everyone a giggle with 
a l imer ick.  

I n the last  newslet ter , we told you 
of the nat ional digital radio sta-
t ion ‘Passion for  the Planet ’ visit -
ing the park to car ry out  an inter -
view on our  green init iat ives. Al l  
27 Nor thumber land interviews are 
being aired over  these few weeks.
I t  is great  to have a nat ional radio 
stat ion taking an interest  in the 

area. Other  interviews are with 
Alnwick Gar -
dens, Nor th-
umber land 
Nat ional 
Park, the 
Nor th Penni-
nes Area of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty and 
a number  of accommodat ion pro-
viders. 

You can hear the interview on 
http://www.passionfortheplanet.com/
AUDIO/133NORTHUMBERLAND.
mp3 
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For  the last  four years many of 
you have sent  postcards direct ly to 
David Bellamy to give your com-
ments on the park as par t  of the 
assessment for  the Conservat ion 

Awards. Postcards are st i l l  avail-
able in the laundry, but  we 
thought some would l ike a change. 

‘Passion for the Planet’ websi te wi th 
Nor thumber land feature highl ighted 
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Purple spotted orchids by a caravan 
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Picture of the caravan park, 
bel ieved to be in the 1950s 


