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The Tar Barr’ls festival
in Allendaleis very spe-
cial and depending on
what you read, it has
been happening at mid-
night on New Year's Eve
for two hundred years or
two thousand years!

Tar Barr’ls Festival in Allendale at
midnight on New Year’s Eve

Whatever the history,
locally- born, colourfully
dressed guisers carry
barrels of burning tar on
their heads in a proces-
sion around the village
before using them to
light an enormous bon-
firein the market
fi place.
Until now caravan
owners could watch
the spectacle on
television or drive
herefor the eve-
ning, but the park
has been closed.
Following a change
toour Site Licence,
the park’s new
opening isfrom 18

March to 6 January.

Current owners have the
option toremain on the
existing season or up-
grade to the new season
at an addition tothe
pitch fee of £175 per year
(including VAT). There
are some changes tothe
park rules, particularly
relating to parking
places duetothe change
of season.

The addition to the pitch
fee has already been in-
cluded in the pitch fees
we quote to prospective
caravan owners.

Steve Lowe from North-
umberland Wildlife
Trust comes to assess the
park on 10th July for the
David Bellamy Conser-
vation Award for Cara-
van Parks.

We hope we have plenty

to show him this year
with the new pond, two
owl boxes ready toin-
stall, more planting, and
renewable energy elec-
tricity from Southern
Elecric for the laundry.

Whirligig beetles (above),
pond snails & pond skaters
havealready found the pond.
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The North Pennines AONB office
has a programme of walks and
events through the year.

Lots of free open artists studios
within 10 milesin The Art Tour
(Sundays until 13 July).

Local festivals you may enjoy.
Nenthead Gala 19 July 2008

Allendale Agricultural Show
16th August

4th Allendale Beer Festival,
cricket grounds 17 August
from 1pm, 7 bands, 14 beers

We have offered standard industry
licence agreements on sales of all
new and nearly new caravans
since we bought the park in 2003.
A revised licence agreement was
published this spring and the
three most recent sales have been
under this new agreement.

The agreement, revised after
many years, has been reviewed to
ensurethat it meets all the latest
consumer legislation and it has
also been reviewed by the Office of

We plan to follow the good exam-
ple of the Brennan family and in-
stall a water butt this summer to
help top up the new pond.

The best insulated caravan on the
park arrivesin early July for Mike
Alderson. He has bought a
Willerby Evolution, 12'7” wide.
Thereason for this extra width is

Allendale Flower Show 23
August from 1pm

Whitfield Village Fair 14
September

North Pennines Storytelling
Festival 10-12 October 2008

Allendale Kite Festival 11-
12 October—change of date

Haltwhistle Walking Festi-
val 11 Oct —19 Oct 2008

Allen Valley Art & Music
Event 18—19 October. Now
with 42 artists/craft people

Fair Trading. It offers a lot of pro-
tection to caravan owners. We
have been waiting for this new
agreement to be available sowe
could offer it to all.

We offer the revised licence agree-
ment to all caravan owners,
whether they have one of the older
style licence agreements (A3 blue
and white card folded to A4) or no
licence agreement. Caravan own-
ers have the option totake out the
new licence agreement or remain-

because the walls have
100mm, or 4", of insulation.

When you go home after a
visit, remember to turn off
your water valve under the
caravan, the main electric-
ity switch on the fuse box
and the tap on your gas
bottle or gas changeover

Carolson the green in Cat-
ton 7pm on Christmas eve

Killhope and Nenthead Mines mu-
seums have events over the sea-
son. The Garden Station has a
huge range of events and half day
courses over the year.

Park Events

Make winter homes on the
park for the good bugs—
Saturday 2 August, 2pm

Autumn get together—
Saturday 11 October 2pm

“A standard industry licence
agreement offers a lot of
protection to the caravan
owner. If a park doesn't offer
you one, ask yoursdf why not.”

ing asthey are. See usto set a
time when we can talk you
through the new agreement.

o #valve, unless (during

A‘ winter) you are leav-

ing heaters or central
= /! heating on ‘frost’ set-

= ting.

Caravan owners, the

Brennan family, doing

their bit to save water
and still water their pots.
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Thereis anew website for visitors
tothe Allen Valleys which should
give you details of events happen-
ing in the area over the next few
monthsto allow you to plan your
visits.

Thereisnow a clipboard in the
laundry to mark up whether a
nest box is occupied near your
pitch, or what birds are seen regu-
larly near your pitch.

There will be a prize this summer
for the best plant display on a
pitch—judged by a friendly local
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Just as everyone got used to what
could bere-cycled, Tynedale Coun-
cil changed thelist. It must be a
real nuisance for caravan owners
as| am surethelist is different
from at home! Thanks to everyone
for all their help in re-cycling.
Most caravan parks don't have
such careful visitors and because
of that, they have less re-cycling.

Just as a reminder, corrugated
cardboard can nolonger goin the
recycling bin. Could you flatten

The Crown pub in Catton, a quar-
ter mile from the park, re-opens
after 9 yearson 28 June. They are
having a traditional hand-painted
sign made for the pub and meals
will be available from the start.

Internal work has started on the
new craft units at the old smelting
mill, just 300m from the park. The

gardener on the
week starting 11th
August.

If you are placing
seats, planters or

. solar lights on your
pitch, please con-

' sider whether they
will prevent us
“mowing and keeping
your pitch as smart
aswewould all like
it. We cannot mow
right up to or under
obstacles.

Cleaning up after
dogs —make sure
that visitors know
that thisisrequired = =
and that dog mess is \yelcome page of new Allen Val

not welcome on the leys website
park. www.visitallenvalleys.com
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Welcometothe

Thomsons on pitch 1 and to the
Kays on pitch E1, the first pitch on
theright hand side.

Indications are that the ‘new for
old’ insurancerate should come
down on renewal in August.
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boxes and put in the ordinary bin.

No tetrapaks either.

Plastic bottles are the only type of
plastic to be re-cycled. No plastic
bags or food trays.

“Please flatten corrugated
cardboard and put in the

Food cans (washed) and beer cans ordinary bin.

are still welcome, but foil food

traysgoin theordinary bin.

There-cycling centre in Allendale
has re-opened for your larger
items. The binmen will only empty
bins and will not take larger

items. We can arrange for larger
items to be collected, but there
may be a charge.

first unit isto be a small
garden centre.

plants for sale, two ca-
fés, and occasional art
exhibitions. Interest-
ing half day and day
courses run through
the year.

Have you visited the next
but one station on our old g
railway line, the Garden |
Station? Thereis free en-
try toalovely woodland
garden along the old rail-
way line, shade-loving

Therailway line garden at
The Garden Station
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For the last four years many of
you have sent postcards directly to
David Bellamy to give your com-
ments on the park as part of the
assessment for the Conservation

Purple spotted orchids by a caravan

Awards. Postcards are still avail-
ablein the laundry, but we
thought some would like a change.

When the Hexham to Allendale line
opened for passengersin 1869, the
Newcastle Daily Journal said that it
“will open out a new and picturesque
district tothetourist”. There were
three passenger trains a day, with an
extra one on Tuesdays for Hexham
market. Thefarein 1879 was 3s4d 1st
class, 1s1d 3rd class. The 1st & 2nd
class fares were cut massively in 1887,
but 3rd class went up slightly.

Tell usyour stories about great holi-
days at Allendale Caravan Park over
the years. What about thelittle girls
dressing up in caravan net curtains
for the royal wedding in 19817 Are
there pictures?

Was the scary

woman a witch?

Picture of the caravan park,
believed to bein the 1950s
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Please submit photos, drawings,
prose, poem or limerick with a
theme of wildlife on the park, no
bigger than A5 (half this A4
sheet), by 16th August to Mike or
Verona. Entries from all welcome.
Prizes! We will forward the entries
on postcards to David Bellamy. If
you are not artisticwith a camera
or pen, give everyone a giggle with
alimerick.

In the last newsletter, we told you
of the national digital radio sta-
tion ‘Passion for the Planet’ visit-
ing the park to carry out an inter-
view on our green initiatives. All
27 Northumberland interviews are
being aired over these few weeks.
It is great to have a national radio
station taking an interest in the

area. Other interviews are with
Alnwick Gar-

dens, North-

umberland

National

Park, the

North Penni-

nes Area of

‘Passion for the Planet’ website with
Northumberland feature highlighted

Outstanding Natural Beauty and
a number of accommodation pro-
viders.

You can hear the interview on
http://www.passi onforthepl anet.com/
AUDIO/133NORTHUMBERLAND.
mp3



