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This is the first  year  
when Allendale Caravan 
Park has been open for  
an extended season unt i l  
6th January rather  than 
closing on 31 October . 
We know how beaut i ful  
frosty winter  days can be 
in the Al len Valleys and 

wanted to give caravan 
owners the chance to en-
joy them.  

There has been a steady 
st ream of caravan own-
ers visi t ing their  cara-
vans for  short  breaks 
since the end of October . 
We expect  that  there wil l  

be quite a number 
of visi tors for  the 
Tar  Barr ’ls fest ival  
in Al lendale on 
New Year ’s Eve.  

Caravan owners 
who could,  have 
left  the cent ral  
heat ing on ‘frost -
stat ’ to protect  
pipes, which avoids 
drain down and 

reconnecton on each 
visit . 

We wi l l  get  feedback 
from owners on the ex-
tended season and pass 
on their  exper iences to 
help everyone next  year . 

Despite the coldest  No-
vember/ December since 
we have been here, eve-
rything seems to be go-
ing well . 

  

I n spr ing 2007 a skip sat  
in the car  park area for  a 
l ,.o,,n,,g t ime as work 
was underway on a com-
plete refurbishment  of 
the self cater ing hol iday 
flat  in the old wait ing 
rooms and t icket  office of 

the former stat ion. We 
are del ighted to have 
won a Bronze in the 
Nor th East  Tour ism 
Awards 2008 in the ’Self 
Cater ing Holiday of the 
Year ’ category.   
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A bi t of Chr istmas cheer and a new 
sight on the park—a  caravan wi th 

i ts Chr istmas fai ry l ights  
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The award cer ti ficate and 
Mike &  Verona dressed for  the 

awards ceremony 



The Al len Val leys are wel l  located in 
the Nor th Pennines Area of Out-
standing Natural Beauty. Events in 
Hexham, Hadr ian’s Wall , Weardale 
and Teasdale are only a few miles 
away. K i l lhope and Nenthead are local 
museums on the leadmining her i tage.  

The Nor th Pennines AONB office has 
a programme of events through the 
year  www.nor thpennines.org.uk.  

The Ar t  Tour  in June and July with 
open ar t ists’ studios is a great  chance 
to explore the countryside and ar t  and 
there are a wide range of studios 
within 10 miles of Stat ion House Flat .  

The Garden Stat ion under  3 miles 

away at  Langley (next  but  one stat ion 
along our  old rai lway), has a range of 
events and day courses (with lovely 
lunches) in 2009 
www.thegardenstat ion.co.uk 

In addit ion, there are many local fest i-
vals you may enjoy. 

Carols on the green in Cat ton 7pm 
on Chr istmas Eve 

Tar  Barr ’l  Fest ival, Al lendale, New 
Year ’s Eve Night  11:45 

Al lendale Challenge  - 26 mile walking 
and running event  on the r idges 
around the val leys 4 Apr i l  2009 

Haltwhist le Walking Fest ival 26 

Apr i l—5 May 2008 &  11 Oct  –19 Oct  
2008 

Nor thern Rocks Fest ival of Geology 
and Landscape 23 May—7 June 2009 

Al lendale Fair  29—31 May 2009 

Juniors Fly Fishing Compet i t ion, 16 
and under, Mon 17th August  2009, 
Langley Dam Fishery 

Al lendale Agr icultural Show 3rd Sat  
in August  

Al lendale Flower  Show 4th Sat  in Au-
gust  

Al lendale K ite Fest ival 10-11 Oct  ‘09 

not  imagine l i fe without  access to 
the internet .  

Work this winter  wi l l  make wire-
less internet  avai lable for  some of 
the park. Others may have 
to access the internet  or  
emails in the car  park. We 
bel ieve that  quite a few of 
you want  to be able to ac-

The internet  and emai ls are par t  
of modern l i fe and i t  can be a nui-
sance when this isn’t  easi ly avai l-
able on hol iday.  

Perhaps you want  to look up some-
thing about  the area, you may 
want  to keep in touch with your  
emails,  you may need to keep in 
touch with work, or  you just  can-

cess the internet  or  emails when 
you are on hol iday and we want  to 
be able to offer  that  faci l i ty. More 
informat ion wi l l  be avai lable in 
the spr ing newslet ter . 
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Work this winter  wi l l  
make wi reless internet 

avai lable for  some of the 
park.  

·  Concrete pi tches being in-
stal led for  improved long 
term stabi l i ty of caravans 

·  Hedges planted and gates 
and fences fi t ted for  peace of 
mind secur i ty. New flower-
beds and new t rees 

·  Access by car  to al l  caravans 

·  County and nat ional awards 
for  conservat ion 

·  Pond &  woodland walk 
added 

·  L icence Agreements avai l-
able to al l  

Mike and Verona have had a land-
mark ‘bir thday’ - five years of own-
ership of Al lendale Caravan Park.  

We hope that  the park is st i l l  the 
quiet  hideaway i t  has been for  
over  fi fty years but  these are some 
of the changes: 

·  Largest  caravan was 31’ by 
10’ (previously, wider  cara-
vans would not  fi t  through 
the ent rance), largest  now is 
39’ x 12.6”  
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“Sad to see the old rai lway shed 
go, but glad i t is not now a 
danger  to passers-by. Glad to 
see the passenger  platform 
restored wi th stone edgings and 
the crumbl ing concrete gone” 
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Work is near ing complet ion on the  
stable block at  the old Al len smelt -
ing mil l , a few hundred metres 
away. A large oven and dough 
mixer  for  Al lendale Bakery are 
being instal led and i t  wi l l  open in 
the new year. Two of the other  
units wil l  be a garden cent re and a 
unit  sel l ing organic meat  and 
meat  products from wild boar . The 
Allendale Brewery has been oper-
at ing in half of the old si lver  recov-
ery bui lding for  two years and the 
other  half of that  bui lding wi l l  
house a pr int ing museum and 

workshop with a 
range of histor ic 
pr int ing presses. The 
Allen Mil l  Pr int ing 
Studio wil l  also offer  
i ts faci l i t ies to local 
ar t ists and wi l l  run 
workshops in pr int -
making techniques. 

Pebbles Gallery and 
Ar t  Cafe in Al lendale 
were on local TV recent ly with lots 
of young people from Allendale 
looking for  support  for  their  MY-
LOOP sound and media studio. 

They didn’t  win 
the people’s lot -
tery, but  st i l l  hope 
to develop Allen-
dale digi tal  radio 
stat ion. They have 
a new exhibit ion in 
the upstairs gal-
lery each month of 
the year  so there is 
always something 
new to see. Also 

upstairs, they show some of the 
great  work produced by local teen-
agers.  
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of second hand caravans 
VAT is only applied to 
10% of the pr ice—making 
VAT 1.5% of the caravan 
value. On new caravan 
sales the VAT is charged 
only on the removable 
contents of the caravan so 
wi l l  vary according to the 
caravan’s specificat ion. 

The recent ly announced reduced 
rate of VAT (down from 17.5% to 
15%) has been applied to pi tch fees 
for  2009.  

The change does not  affect  gas and 
elect r ici ty, where VAT remains at  
5%. 

VAT is st i l l  only a small  par t  of 
the pr ice of a caravan. On the sale 

On a 
Wil lerby 
Granada 
VAT is just  
over  4% and 
on a BK 
Grosvenor  i t  
is less at  
3.4%. 
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Living room of new show caravan, 
Carnaby Freestyle at Al lendale 

Caravan Park 

per ts to answer gardening ques-
t ions. What  is their  solut ion to 
rabbits chewing your  plants? 

barns. Local chi ldren and chi ldren 
visit ing the park enjoy a kick 
around on the pi tches, just  two 
fields away.  The Al len-a-dale 
Archers welcome newcomers there 
on spr ing and summer Sunday 
afternoons. 

The fi rst  weekend plant  fest ival  is 
to be held in Al lendale in Spr ing 
2009. There wi l l  be a range of spe-
cial ist  nurser ies, talks and demon-
st rat ions and even a gardeners’ 
quest ion t ime-type panel of ex-

Re-opened in 2008, the Crown in 
Cat ton, just  a quar ter  of a mi le 
from the park, is now doing eve-
ning meals on Mondays and 
Wednesdays as well  as on Fr idays 
and Saturdays. There is a free l ive 
folk music session on Thursday 
evenings. There are carols around 
the piano on Sunday evenings and 
a quiz night  every other  Tuesday. 

Al lendale Spor ts Club is bui lding a 
clubhouse on their  grounds, to 
match the style of local wooden 
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“Remember  there are also lots 

of music events at Al lendale 
Vi l lage Hal l . See the banners 

for  detai ls” 

The stable block at the smel ting 
mi l l—refurbished wi th uni ts 

being decorated now 
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People have l ived in the Al len Valleys 
for  a long t ime. Over  1000 pieces of 
fl int  from 6000—10,000 years ago 
have been found. Later  ar rowheads 
suggest  hunt ing. There are also 
carved stone ‘cup and r ing’ marks  on 
the moor  above Cat ton and the re-
mains of what  may possibly be a stone 
circle just  off the road to Hexham 
close to Langley. You know i t  is a good 
area to hol iday—all  those stone age 
people can’t  be wrong! 

Detai ls from 
‘Keys to the 
Past ’ website 
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looks l ike a shaggy dandel ion to 
me! Last  year ’s star  find was a 
rare type of Lady’s Mant le. There 
are a number of hay meadow 
walks leaflets, including one walk 
in Al lendale. Why not  t ry the walk 

and see some of these 
rare plants when the hay 
meadows are at  their  
best  next  June. 

Last  year  there was quite 
a bi t  of winter  work on 
the park as two pi tches 
were developed and the 
pond dug out . No big 
ear th moving is planned 
this winter . The ki t  for  

wifi  internet  wi l l  
be instal led (see 
Page 2). There is 

always a rotat ion of t r imming low 
branches and the t ree surgeon is 
coming in January to do work at  
high level and to remove some 
t rees which 
provide ex-
cessive 
shade. 

 

Detai ls on the hay meadow survey and the 
Nor thern Hawk’s Beard picture from ‘ 
Nor th Pennines News’ Autumn &  Winter  
2008/9 
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Upland hay meadows and hay 
meadow plants are a very rare 
habitat  these days and the Nor th 
Pennines has over  40% of those 
left  in England. The Nor th Penni-
nes Area of Outstanding Natural  
Beauty office do an 
annual hay meadow 
plant  survey.  

The star  plants have 
been found in Al len-
dale for  the last  two 
years. This year  they 
found the largest  
populat ion in the 
country of nor thern 
hawk’s beard, always 
a scarce plant , 
but  in decl ine 
for  decades. I t  

‘logs from winter  tree work on park—
and we also get a large heap of wood 
chippings for  mulching flowerbeds 
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Old picture of Al lendale from 
100 years ago 

Rare ‘Northern Hawk’s Beard’ going 

strong in Al lendale  


