Thisisthefirst year
when Allendale Caravan
Park has been open for
an extended season until
6th January rather than
closing on 31 Octaober.
We know how beautiful
frosty winter days can be
in the Allen Valleys and

wanted to give caravan
owners the chance to en-
joy them.

There has been a steady
stream of caravan own-
ersvisiting their cara-
vans for short breaks
since the end of October.
We expect that there will
be quite a number
of visitors for the
Tar Barr’ls festival
in Allendale on
New Year’s Eve.

Caravan owners
who could, have
left the central

A bit of Christmas cheer and a new heating on ‘frost-
sight on thepark—a caravan with stat’ to protect

its Christmas fairy lights

pipes, which avoids
drain down and

reconnecton on each
visit.

We will get feedback
from owners on the ex-
tended season and pass
on their experiences to
help everyone next year.

Despite the coldest No-

vember/ December since
we have been here, eve-
rything seems to be go-

ing well.

In spring 2007 a skip sat
in the car park area for a
l,.0,,n,,g time as work
was underway on a com-
plete refurbishment of
the self catering holiday
flat in the old waiting
rooms and ticket office of

the former station. We
are delighted to have
won a Bronzein the
North East Tourism
Awards 2008 in the 'Self
Catering Holiday of the
Year’ category.

Theaward certificate and

Mike & Verona dressed for the

awards ceremony
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The Allen Valleys are well located in
the North Pennines Area of Out-
standing Natural Beauty. Eventsin
Hexham, Hadrian’s Wall, Weardale
and Teasdale are only a few miles
away. Killhope and Nenthead are local
museums on the leadmining heritage.

The North Pennines AONB office has
a programme of events through the
year www.northpennines.org.uk.

The Art Tour in June and July with
open artists’ studios is a great chance
to explore the countryside and art and
there are a wide range of studios
within 10 miles of Station House Flat.

The Garden Station under 3 miles
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Mike and Verona have had a land-
mark ‘birthday’ - five years of own-
ership of Allendale Caravan Park.

We hope that the park is still the
quiet hideaway it has been for
over fifty years but these are some
of the changes:

Largest caravan was 31’ by
10’ (previously, wider cara-
vans would not fit through
the entrance), largest now is
39'x 12.6”

The internet and emails are part
of modern life and it can be a nui-
sance when thisisn't easily avail-
able on holiday.

Perhaps you want to look up some-
thing about the area, you may
want to keep in touch with your
emails, you may need to keep in
touch with work, or you just can-
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away at Langley (next but one station
along our old railway), has a range of
events and day courses (with lovely
lunches) in 2009
www.thegardenstation.co.uk

In addition, there are many local festi-
vals you may enjoy.
Carolson the green in Catton 7pm
on Christmas Eve

Tar Barr’l Festival, Allendale, New
Year’'s Eve Night 11:45

Allendale Challenge - 26 mile walking
and running event on the ridges
around the valleys 4 April 2009

Haltwhistle Walking Festival 26

Hedges planted and gates
and fences fitted for peace of
mind security. New flower-
beds and new trees

Access by car to all caravans

County and national awards
for conservation

Pond & woodland walk
added

Licence Agreements avail-
able to all
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not imagine life without access to
the internet.

Work this winter will make wire-
less internet available for some of
the park. Others may have
to access the internet or
emailsin the car park. We
believe that quite a few of
you want to be able to ac-

April—5 May 2008 & 11 Oct —19 Oct
2008

Northern Rocks Festival of Geology
and Landscape 23 May—7 June 2009

Allendale Fair 29—31 May 2009

Juniors Fly Fishing Competition, 16
and under, Mon 17th August 2009,
Langley Dam Fishery

Allendale Agricultural Show 3rd Sat
in August

Allendale Flower Show 4th Sat in Au-
gust

Allendale Kite Festival 10-11 Oct ‘09

“Sad to seetheold railway shed
go, but glad it isnot now a
danger to passers-by. Glad to
seethe passenger platform
restored with stone edgings and
the crumbling concrete gone”

Concrete pitches being in-
stalled for improved long
term stability of caravans

cess the internet or emails when
you are on holiday and we want to
be able to offer that facility. More
information will be availablein
the spring newsletter.

Work this winter will
makewirelessinternet
available for some of the
park.




Work is nearing completion on the
stable block at the old Allen smelt-
ing mill, a few hundred metres
away. A large oven and dough
mixer for Allendale Bakery are
being installed and it will open in
the new year. Two of the other
units will be a garden centre and a
unit selling organic meat and

meat products from wild boar. The
Allendale Brewery has been oper-
ating in half of the old silver recov-
ery building for two years and the
other half of that building will
house a printing museum and

Re-opened in 2008, the Crown in
Catton, just a quarter of a mile
from the park, is now doing eve-
ning meals on Mondays and
Wednesdays as well as on Fridays
and Saturdays. Thereis afreelive
folk music session on Thursday
evenings. There are carols around
the piano on Sunday evenings and
a quiz night every other Tuesday.

Allendale Sports Club is building a
clubhouse on their grounds, to
match the style of local wooden
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The recently announced reduced
rate of VAT (down from 17.5%to
15%) has been applied to pitch fees
for 2009.

The change does not affect gas and
electricity, where VAT remains at
5%.

VAT is still only a small part of
the price of a caravan. On the sale

workshop with a
range of historic
printing presses. The
Allen Mill Printing
Studio will also offer
its facilities to local
artists and will run
workshopsin print-
making techniques.

Pebbles Gallery and
Art Cafein Allendale
were on local TV recently with lots
of young people from Allendale
looking for support for their MY -
LOOP sound and media studio.

barns. Local children and children
visiting the park enjoy a kick
around on the pitches, just two
fields away. The Allen-a-dale
Archers welcome newcomers there
on spring and summer Sunday
afternoons.

The first weekend plant festival is
tobe held in Allendale in Spring
2009. There will be a range of spe-
cialist nurseries, talks and demon-
strations and even a gardeners’
question time-type panel of ex-

of second hand caravans
VAT isonly applied to
10% of the price—making
VAT 1.5% of the caravan
value. On new caravan
salesthe VAT is charged
only on theremovable
contents of the caravan so
will vary according tothe
caravan'’s specification.

The stable block at the smelting
mill—refurbished with units
being decorated now

They didn’t win
the people’s lot-
tery, but still hope
to develop Allen-
dale digital radio
station. They have
a new exhibition in
the upstairs gal-
lery each month of
the year sothereis
always something
new to see. Also
upstairs, they show some of the
great work produced by local teen-
agers.

“Remember therearealso lots

of music events at Allendale

VillageHall. Seethe banners
for details”

Living room of new show caravan,
Carnaby Freestyle at Allendale
Caravan Park

pertsto answer gardening ques-
tions. What is their solution to
rabbits chewing your plants?

On a

Willer by
Granada
VAT isjust
over 4% and
on a BK
Grosvenor it
isless at
3.4%.




+
%
% |
01'2
)% 3 0/0&//5
3 12 /0
6 & &7 T#
7 & &7 TH#

8 "

Upland hay meadows and hay
meadow plants are a very rare
habitat these days and the North
Pennines has over 40% of those
left in England. The North Penni-
nes Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty office do an

annual hay meadow

plant survey.

The star plants have
been found in Allen-
dale for the last two
years. This year they
found the largest
population in the
country of northern
hawk’s beard, always
a scarce plant,

People have lived in the Allen Valleys
for along time. Over 1000 pieces of
flint from 6000—10,000 years ago
have been found. Later arrowheads
suggest hunting. There are also
carved stone ‘cup and ring’ marks on
the moor above Catton and there-
mains of what may possibly be a stone
circlejust off the road to Hexham
closeto Langley. You know it is a good
area to holiday—all those stone age

Details from
‘Keystothe
Past’ website

people can't be wrong!
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looks like a shaggy dandelion to

me! Last year’s star find was a

rare type of Lady’s Mantle. There

are a number of hay meadow

walks leaflets, including one walk

in Allendale. Why not try the walk
and see some of these
rare plants when the hay
meadows are at their
best next June.

Last year there was quite
a bit of winter work on
the park as two pitches
were developed and the
pond dug out. No big
earth moving is planned
thiswinter. The kit for
wifi internet will

for decades. It

strong in Allendale

Page 2). Thereis

Old picture of Allendale from
100 years ago

always a rotation of trimming low
branches and the tree surgeon is
coming in January to dowork at
high level and to remove some
trees which

provide ex-

cessive

shade.

‘logs from winter treework on park—
and we also get a large heap of wood
chippings for mulching flowerbeds

Details on the hay meadow survey and the
Northern Hawk’s Beard picture from *
North Pennines News' Autumn & Winter
2008/9



